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the presence of various seeds, owing to the use of empty
seed bags, is likewise not at all an uncommon occurrence.
Instances of inefficient and careless packing might be
multiplied indefinitely, but mention may perhaps be
allowed of one particular case, in which samples of paint
for analysis, and cement for testing purposes, were sent in
the same box. The cement was in canvas bags, and the
paint in tins, the cement bags being laid on the tins, with
a small sprinkling of hay packing between ; the tins,
however, were without lids, and merely tied down with
thin paper, the result being that, with the usual careful'
handling for which railway carmen and employees are
notorious, paint and cement arrived in a very "mixed"
condition.
The best receptacle for a sample, either for transport
purposes or for preservation, is a stout, paper-lined, wooden
box, tightly screwed or nailed down, or an empty biscuit
tin with a closely fitting lid ; as an extra precaution for
long distances, the latter might be soldered down, and
thus rendered air-tight and absolutely damp-proof.
The exact manner in which the tests mentioned at the
commencement of the chapter are applied, is a matter which
often gives rise to considerable discrepancies, each cement
user having his own ideas on the subject, and naturally
insisting on their being carried out. In the following
pages it is proposed to discuss the methods most generally
used for testing cement, together with some description of
the machines and apparatus employed for that purpose.